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A consideration in public relation activities of international sports events
undertaken by local governments aiming for recovery from disasters

Yutaka YOSHIKAI

(Social welfare corporation Shokeikai)

Abstract

In April 2016, the "Kumamoto International Sports Events Promotion Bureaus" was established to prepare
for, implement, and manage the "2019 Women's Handball World Championship" and "Rugby World Cup
2019". However, less than two weeks after establishing the secretariat, the Kumamoto earthquake struck
the prefecture, severely damaging the venue facilities. Postponing the two sports competitions three years
later as "milestones for recovery from the earthquake," the local government has achieved great success by
working together with the citizens of the prefecture to prepare for the competition and foster spirit. These

efforts in disaster recovery can also be considered as public relations activities.

Key words: Recovery from the earthquake, Local government, International sports events, Milestone for

recovery, Geographical factors vs. Interest in the sport
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