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A Study of the Green Advertising as CSR Communication:
A case of Advertising Copy Depicting Environmental Responsibility in Nikkei Ecology

Yanyan Liu

(Media Professional Course of Graduate School of International Language and Culture, Nagoya University)

In recent years, due to sustainable development goals (SDGs), interest in environmental
issues has increased again among CSR. Even now, although companies are engaging in green
advertising, there have been no discussions so far on green advertising as CSR communication
to convey the existence of environmental issues or the need for environmental measures.
This paper focuses on the characteristics of advertising copy and advertiser's discourses
concerning environmental responsibility in green advertising. The advertising copy of 124
green advertising posted by Japanese companies in Nikkei Ecology are targeted for analysis.
First, green advertising is classified for each appeals content, such as products and companies.
Second, based on the structural characteristics of advertising copy such as head line, sub-
head line and body copy, a quantitative text analysis is performed for each copy. Third, for
considering the advertiser’s discourses from the results of the quantitative text analysis,
the viewpoint of critical discourse analysis is adopted. Lastly, the relationships between
socio-cultural factors leading to the creation of discourses, and green advertising as CSR
communication are discussed.

Key words: CSR communication, Green advertising, Environmental responsibility,

Qualitative text analysis, Discourse analysis



