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Public Diplomacy and Military Public Affairs
—A Case Study on Operation TOMODACH]I in Eastern Japan Earthquake 2011—

Masashi WADA

(Tokyo International University)

On March 11, 2011, the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake (GEJE) hit Japan. With a
gigantic earthquake followed by tsunami that engulfed a large part of northeastern Japan and
combined with the nuclear meltdown at the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Station. The
GEJE was clearly the worst disaster that Japan has endured in its history. In response to the
disaster, the Japan Self-Defense Force (JSDF) and US armed forces of Japan and Asian-Pacific
were mobilized to many disaster relief activities. US forces called this historical operation
“Operation TOMODACHI" as the symbol for US-Japan friendship.

This paper examines the US military public affairs in the huge disaster relief operation. As
the theory of “smart power” in international relations mentioned, the military disaster relief
operations could turn a typical “hard power” into smart power of public diplomacy. Based
on a case study of Operation TOMODACHI in 2011, U.S. military disaster relief is deeply
appreciated from all over the disaster stricken areas, municipal governments, public opinion in
Japan, and so on. But many problems are also left.

Keywords: disaster relief, military public affairs, public diplomacy, Operation Tomodachi,

Eastern Japan Earthquake 2011
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